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. TI, SOVIET SHIPPING TO CUBA 


Information available as of 0500 nours EDT indicates 


*hat at least 14 of the 22 Soviet cry στε Shios and 
tankers which were en route to Cuba on 23 tober nave al- 
tered course and are now returning to Soviet ports. Al- 


though all the Soviet vessels may eveatually turn back, the 
five tankers and three of the dry cargo ships appear to be 
continuing toward Cuba. 


3s n0 indication at this time of any grouping of 


με 
ch ry 
ow 
La 
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ships to rorm a convoy. 

The BELOVODSK, one of the dry cargo ships which may 
still be em rovie, appears to be carrying non-military car- 
σον μος Another--the Ἐς 
DUGACHZV--en route from the Soviet Far East and due to trazs- 
it the Panama Canal 2 Novenver, probably also is trans- 
porting civil cargo. No information oa the third ary cargo 
Ship--the KASINOV-—-has been received Since 21 October. 


tanker nearest Cuba--the 50 


Tae ta iCHAREST—-apoeared to 
stop shortly before entering the US quarantine cone, but 
now is proceeding toward Cuba, Another tansker--tne GROZNY-= 
about two days behind the RUCHAR=ST, also slowed Gown con 
siderably, |. - but it 
too now iS &gain heading towareé Cuda. 

πὸ of the dry cargo shivs which have turned back were 

nearing waters north of Puerto Rico when they changed course 
on 23 October, but they now are back in mid-Atlantic. One 
ship left the Baltic Sea on 23 October and returned on 24 
October. Another was not less than a day out of the Baltic 
Sea when it turned around and re-entered, 


The course changes of those sbins which have turned 
pack were executed around noon EDT on 25 October,..--. 


The ships turned around well before President Ken- 
nedy signed the proelamation estabiisning ἃ qguarantine zone 
around’ Cuba. Tnaus far no Soviet ships have entered the zone 
Since ix was established. nly two Soviet shios--cne a tanker-- 
have arrived in Cuba since 23 October and both of these were 
Well within the zone prior τὴ. its estadlishnent. 
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Tne Cast German passenger ship VYOELNEPR?PPET BAF 

was ep route to Cuba on 20 October with some 500 passen— ἢ 
gars(Ct wil) prebubly avrivt i niavaus Ip2tween 23¢an 30] ΄ 
October and is due to enter the quarantine zone about 26 
October. The Czech dry cargo ship XLADNO is also in the. 
Atlantic and may be en route to Cuba with a cargo of nis- 
cellaneous non-military goods. its position and current 
course are unknown. ΚΙ 
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25 October 1962 


We have noted the following Soviet military dceveloo-~ 
ments; 22 assessment οἵ their Significance will be issued 
ny the USIB Watch Committee. We find no indication of sic~ 
nivicant movenentS or Ceployments in the bloc military 
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B. Bloc Statements of Position E} 52 


Khru‘nachev's 24 October staterent that he would con- E 
Sider 2 "top-level meeting useful" is Proat paged by So- ᾿ 
viet newspapers δα has been carried on bota Hoscow dones- : 
tice broadcasts and TASS. At least one Soviet commentary : 
beemed to Morth America nas quoted from the Soviet Pre- Ὶ 
mier'sS message to Bertrand Russel in urging the US to be 
yeasonabiv on the Cuban issue. Except for these refer- : 
ences, however, there bas been no further Moscow enohnasis 
cn the urgency of a heads of government meeting., ες, L 

᾿ 

Moscow continues to skirt the issue of specific re- 
taliatory action against the US. Yesterday's isvestiya 
maintmined the Soviet charge thant the US is ohs@sseq wit 
ne idea of some "Nythical threat from Cuba." Ὁ 


Soviet Defense Mini 
at the Seyioe 


the USSR’S position ta t ax 
2 + = wt, τ - 4 33 ae ΤΙ 
in a state of "highest battie readiness,” and declared 
that at the “first signal all the mignt of alli our armed 
zorces must be brougnt into immediate action against the 
eneny.” 
τὰ the first public treatment of the Sino-Incian bor- 
cer clashes, the USSR, in endorsing Psipving's proposais 
to resolve the disoute, contrasted the Bloc's willingness 
το negotiate such problems with the "aggressive actions 
ΟΣ 89 US aimed at Cuba aad the wnoole world.” Soviet com- 
mentary to τὸς home audience continvaliy refers.to the . : 
“False allegations" of the US concerning Soviet offensive | 
rockets. These broadcasts are again citing tae il Septen- 
per Soviet contention that the USSR has no need for mis— i 
Sile sites outside its own territory. 


Reports from Soviet ozficials provide no firm evidence 


as to future Soviet intentions. A Czech official in Vienna 
reportedly taken the line that there will be lengthy 


| 
Ξ | 

discussion at the UN. The Polish ambassador to Austria dis- . 

missed as "ridiculous" 2 suggestion ene che Situation 

mieht lead to war. Gn 24 October a Soviet Gipviomat in 

j23hnington stated that Soviet ships : nad peen ordered to 

proceed to Cuba. 


re continuing their warn- 
rventioa in Cuba, Euagary 


D 
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anc Rumania now have issued statements in full sunnort 
the ἘΝ October Soviet statemert and nave urged eifective 
3 action to dissuade the US from its "warlike action." 
Tito has 2150 called for UN intervention, Poland charged 
that US aggression was being planned at the very time ne- 
cotiations on "most urgent interaational pron sens ἃ were 
already in vrogress. Albania, in its £ 

t 


eatary on the Situation, has charge 
me another aggression against Cuda" 


ing } but ?ailed to ment ion 
the rormal Soviet Statement. Soviet Foreign Minister Gronyko 
ἀπ an impromptu speech yesterday in East Berlin, cmittad any 
reference to tne Cudan situation. His remarks on the Ger- 
mun situation--the first direct commentary by a high Soviet 
official on this issue since the President's address on Cuba-- 
contained πὸ hint of retaliatory measure against the Westera 
»‘osition in Berlin. While he reiterated standard Soviet 
+hemes on the necessity for the Western powers to withdraw 
their “occupation troops” from Berlin, he repeated his con- 
vietion thet an agreement iS possible. 

Comzunist China's first official reaction to the crisis 
vos contained in a government statement of 25 Getober ex- 
pressing “great indignation" at the "Serious war provoca- 
ston" of the US. Péiving ceclered it would wage a "resolute 
Struggle” avainst the US action, but gave τὸ indication that 
it is planning any specific counternoves. The Chinese re- 
ferred brieily to the 23 Octoser Soviet statement on Cuba, 
and expressed full support ror Moscow, . 
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‘IV. Non-Bloc Reaction 


£1,54 


There is no obse ryable reaction as oF 0600 EDT to the 
rsion ΟΣ most Soviet Shinning from courses Zor Cuda, ap- 
mily because the fact has not yet-become known. AS 2 
it, the UN remains the principal arena for developments, 
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Neutral nation renresentatives in New York continued 
eir search yesterday for means ΟΣ lowering tension, and 
azter con ulting their governments overn sight, are planning 
to meet again at about 083 0 or 0900, 
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